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“It always seems impossible 
until it’s done.” 
-Nelson Mandela- 
 
 
 
You’ll Never walk aloNe 
-Liverpool FC- 
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ABSTRACT 
 
KRISTANTO, RICHARD KEVIN. 2009. The Influence of Setting on Orchid’s 
Character Changes in Anchee Min’s Empress Orchid. Yogyakarta: Department of 
English Letters, Faculty of Letters, Sanata Dharma University, 2014. 
 
 Anchee Min’s Empress Orchid is a fiction novel that tells about the life of 
Empress Orchid in the Forbidden City. The place where she lives in changes her 
character to behave as an Empress and mother of the next successor. The focus is 
how the setting influence and change her character.  
 
 The objective of this study is to prove that the setting can change the Orchid’s 
character. This study used three problem formulations, firstly, how the main character 
is described. The second is how the setting is described. Lastly is how the setting 
influences the changing of main character.  
 
 In order to achieve the objectives mentioned above, this thesis uses library 
research since the data for this thesis originate from written texts. The primary source 
used in this thesis is the novel written by Anchee Min entitled Empress Orchid. The 
secondary sources are online journal that are used to add some references. This thesis 
uses formalist approach. The theories used are theories of character and 
characterization, setting, and setting that influence the character. 
 
 This paper proves that at first, before entering the Forbidden City, Orchid is 
vibrant and independent woman, and then after she enters the Forbidden City, she 
becomes desperate, dependent, and suspicious woman. The second analysis explains 
about the setting of the Forbidden City that consists of some faction, those are the 
emperor, the bureaucracy, and the eunuch. Then lastly, the writer explains that those 
aspects influence the Orchid’s character changes before and upon entering the 
Forbidden City. In conducting the research, it can be proved that Orchid’s 
interactions and relations with the emperor, the bureaucrat, and the eunuchs change 
her character. She has to adapt with the environment and the atmosphere in order to 
survive and enrich the higher status in the Imperial Court.  
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ABSTRAK 
 
KRISTANTO, RICHARD KEVIN. The Influence of Setting on Orchid’s 
Character Changes in Anchee Min’s Empress Orchid. Yogyakarta: Jurusan Sastra 
Inggris, Fakultas Sastra, Universitas Sanata Dharma, 2014. 
 
  
 Anchee Min’s Empress Orchid adalah sebuah novel fiksi tentang kehidupan 
permaisuri Orchid di Kota Terlarang.  dimana dia tinggal mengubah karakternya agar 
bersikap layaknya permaisuri dan ibu dari pewaris takhta. Fokusnya adalah 
bagaimana settingnya mempengaruhi dan mengubah karakternya. 
 
 Tujuan dari penelitian ini adalah membuktikan bahwa setting dapat merubah 
karakter Orchid. Tesis ini menerapkan tiga rumusan masalah, yang pertama, 
bagaimana karakter utama dideskripsikan. Kedua adalah bagaimana setting 
dideskripsikan. Yang terakhir adalah bagaimana setting mempengaruhi perubahan 
karakter utama.  
 
 Untuk mencapai tujuan tersebut, tesis ini menggunakan studi pustaka karena 
data untuk tesis ini berasal dari teks tertulis. Sumber utama yang digunakan dalam 
tesis ini adalah novel yang ditulis oleh Anchee Min berjudul Empress Orchid. 
Sumber tambahan yang digunakan adalah jurnal online untuk menambahkan 
beberapa referensi. Tesis ini menggunakan pendekatan formalis. Teori-teori yang 
dipakai adalah teori katakter dan karakterisasi, teori setting, dan teori setting yang 
mempengaruhi perubahan karakter. 
 
 Penelitian ini membuktikan bahwa pertama-tama sebelum memasuki Kota 
Terlarang, Orchid adalah wanita yang bersemangat dan mandiri. Dan setelah 
memasuki Kota Terlarang, dia menjadi wanita yang putus asa, bergantung, dan 
mudah curiga. Analisi yang kedua memberitahu tentang setting dari Kota Terlarang 
yang terdiri dari beberapa kelompok, yaitu kaisar, birokrasi, dan kasim. Yang 
terakhir, penulis menjelaskan bahwa aspek-aspek tersebut mempengaruhi perubahan 
karakter Orchid sebelum dan sesudah memasuki Kota Terlarang. Dalam menyusun 
penelitian, hal ini membuktikan bahwa interaksi dan relasi Orchid dengan kaisar, 
birokrat, dan kasim mengubah karakternya. Dia harus beradaptasi dengan lingkungan 
dan atmosfer supaya dapat bertahan hidup dan meraih kedudukan yang tinggi di Kota 
Terlarang.  
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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 
 
A. Background of the Study 
We lived in the world surrounded by people that have different personality and 
character. We had to adapt with those kinds of people so that we can survive in our 
life. We cannot live with our ego or our desire or we can say that people have to 
follow our desire. However, everybody has their own personality and character. The 
writer now will explain about character and personality. According to M.H. Abrams 
in A Glossary of Literary Terms “A character is a person presented in dramatic or 
narrative work, who are interpreted by the reader as being endowed with moral, 
dispositional, and emotional qualities which are expressed in what they say and what 
they do.” (1999:32). Character in novel can be seen by their action, thought, and 
behavior. 
Kalish in The Psychology of Human Behavior states that “Personality is the 
dynamic organization of characteristic attributes leading to behavior and 
distinguishing one individual from other individuals” (1973: 52). Personality has a 
dynamic characteristic. Human’s thought, behavior, and experiences will lead them 
into a development of their personalities. Kalish proves it by saying that “Human is 
constantly changing and that each change affects the entire personality in such a way 
that the original change may itself be affected” (1973: 52). 
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Moreover, Ruch in his book Psychology and Life explains that “All definitions 
of personality attempt in one way or another to include the whole person---all the 
abilities, tendencies, and other innate or acquired characteristics that are more or less 
consistent from one day to the next and distinguish him from other people” (1967: 
111). Personality has been viewed as most dominant characteristics such as the ways 
of acting, thinking, and feeling that make each person different from the other 
persons. Personality and Character can be influenced by the place we live, situation 
and condition, and people around us or sometimes we call society. Those influences 
may change our personality or character. The changes might not be always for the 
better, but sometimes, it can change our personality for the worse. Our character may 
become bad if we are in the bad environment; and vice versa. The setting of our life 
causes the changing of our character, such as home, campus, mall, office, church, etc. 
To clarify the explanation, the writer will discuss setting. According to Abrams, 
setting is “the general locale and the historical time where the actions occur. The 
setting of an episode or scene within a work is the particular physical location in 
which it takes place” (1970: 157). Setting is time and place that actions happen. 
Setting can influence our personality and character. According to Richard Gill in the 
book Mastering English Literature on the subchapter Setting and The Character, said 
that “We can conclude that the setting of place and time can change the character of 
someone. The landscape in the short story reflects the character feels about the other 
character” (1995:152).Setting influences the character by the place and time, and can 
reflect the feeling of the character toward the other character. 
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 Setting can be seen clearly in this novel, the writer choose this novel because 
Orchid mostly spent her life in the palace –known as The Forbidden City-. The 
setting where Empress Cixi -known as Orchid or Lady Yehonala- lives changes her 
character. The changes of her characteristics mostly happens in The Forbidden City. 
Her hard life in the Palace changes her to behave as an Empress. As quoted from the 
internet by Tony Sit, The Life of Empress Cixi, August 2, 2013, it says that: 
She is just a common woman that was chosen to be one of the concubines to 
Emperor Xianfeng.Dowager Cixi was born on the 29th November 1835, the 
daughter of an ordinary official. Her Manchu name was Yehonala, that 
originated from the two tribes, Yeho and Nala. At the age of fourteen, she was 
nominated as a candidate-concubine. It was both an honor for her, and also a 
chance to escape from the misery she felt at her family home. At sixteen, she 
was chosen to be one of the concubines to Emperor Xianfeng, and on turning 
eighteen; she completed the ritual preparations necessary to become a royal 
concubine. 
 
Orchid needs to grow up and learn the rules in the Forbidden City. As time 
gone by, she finally knows that in the Forbidden City, there are full of treachery, 
conspiracy, trap, intrigues, lies, etc. It shows that environment, pressure and the need 
of survival can change Orchid’s character. From the intrinsic elements mentioned, 
namely character and setting, the writer discusses the influence of setting of place on 
Orchid’s character changes in Anchee Min’s Empress Orchid. 
 
B. Problem Formulation 
1. How is the main character described in Anchee Min’s Empress Orchid? 
2. How the setting of place described in Anchee Min’s Empress Orchid? 
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3. How does the setting of place influence the main character changes in Anchee 
Min’s Empress Orchid? 
 
C. Objectives of the Study 
This study aims to answer the questions in the problem formulation. The first 
objective tries to describe the changes in the main character of Anchee Min’s Empress 
Orchid. The second objective tries to describe the setting of Orchid lives. Lastly, the 
third objective tries to find out how the setting can change the character of Orchid. 
 
D. Definition of Terms 
There are several terms to be defined by the writer to clarify the focus of the 
study and provide an accurate explanation to answer the problem. 
The first term is character. According to Rimmon-Kenan in Narrative Fiction: 
Contemporary Poetics (1983: 33) “Characters in the text are nodes in the verbal 
design and in the story they are non (or pre-) verbal abstractions, which means they 
are partly modeled on the reader’s conception of people and or person-like.” 
The second term is setting of place. “Setting of place is also known as physical 
setting which includes the physical environment in the story such as building, city, 
region, landscape, etc” (Arp & Johnson, 2005, 281) 
The third term is change. “Change is to make radically different” (Webster, 
1995:227). 
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CHAPTER II 
THEORETICAL REVIEW 
 
A. Review of Related Studies 
 This study uses several related studies and theories as a references in the 
analysis. The writer uses two undergraduate theses as the related studies for this 
thesis. For the first related study, the writer will use an undergraduate thesis by Dewi 
Rachmawati titled The Influence of Setting of Place Towards the Major Characters 
as Seen in Edith Nesbit’s The Railway Children. She focuses on the characteristics 
and characterization of the major character, the setting of place in the novel, and the 
influence of the setting of place on the major characters’ behavior. Her thesis talks 
about 4 characters, which are Mother, Roberta, Peter, and Phyllis. Their 
characteristics change when they move from London to Three Chimneys. First is the 
mother. She pictures as an attentive person become introverted, busy, patience, and 
thrifty mother. Her characteristics change because she has a bigger responsibility than 
her children. Second is Roberta. She is a girl that changes from a stubborn girl to an 
attentive, mature, and brave girl. Third is Peter, from spoiled boy he becomes mature, 
attentive, and brave boy. The last is Phyllis. He is a girl who is spoiled and 
spontaneous child that become attentive, brave, and a little bit mature. Rachmawati 
state that in their new setting of place, they had a new experience and make new 
acquaintances with different people and characteristics. Not only that but also they 
face with a new hard problem than before in their life. To solve a new problem in 
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their life, they should change their characteristics’ according to new setting they lived 
in. (2008: vii) 
 In addition, the second related study that the writer use is an undergraduate 
thesis by Erlyana in the novel The Main Character’s Motivation Implied in The 
Intrinsic Elements of Sophie Kinsella’s Confession of a Shopaholic, he focuses on 
describing the main character’s motivation and the influence of setting of place on the 
main character’s motivation. The story tells that Harrods –near Knightsbridge, 
London- which has a role as a main setting is a place surrounded by smart, high-class 
people, and luxurious shopping centers. This surrounding make Becky -as the main 
character- feels thrilled, high-feeling, and superior. Harrods is providing the choices 
of lifestyle that makes an influence to Becky’s behavior. Erlyana also says that 
Harrods as setting of place has an important role as a prestige place, so every people 
who come there feels more prestige and high-class (2008: 27). 
 Those studies are very helpful for the writer to give a description about the 
topic that the writer is going to analyze. These two studies reviewed above describe 
the same topic that is about the setting of place that can influence several aspects of 
life, such as human’s characteristics, motivation, behavior, and soon. The first study 
discusses the influence of the setting of place on the major characters’ behavior. The 
second study discusses the influence of setting of place on the main character’s 
motivation. The writer’s study has the same topic but different in the object of the 
study from the two previous studies. This study focuses on the influence of place on 
the major character’s changes. 
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B. Review of Related Theories 
1. Character and Characterization 
M.H. Abrams in A Glossary of Literary Terms says that a character is a person 
presented  in dramatic or narrative work, who are interpreted by the reader as being 
endowed with moral, dispositional, and emotional qualities which are expressed in 
what they say and what they do (1970: 32). 
Barnett in Literary for Composition states that character is defined into two 
meanings: the first is a figure in a literary work and the second is a figure of 
someone’s personality that divided into mental and moral qualities. The writer uses 
the second term for this study because it deals with the psychological factors of a 
person. Through the character’s attitude and way of speaking, the readers will know 
what kind of character is. The other factor is what the other character’s comment and 
action toward the character (1988: 71). 
In other words, characters in literature have their own identity or 
characteristics which make each of different characters have differences either in their 
appearance, speeches, way of thinking, actions and habits. 
Focusing on how the author makes the characters understandable to and come 
alive for the readers, M.J. Murphy, in his book Understanding Unseen: An 
Introduction to English Poetry and the English Novel for Overseas Students describes 
some methods to understand a character in the story (1972: 161-173). 
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a. Personal Descriptions 
The author uses the details description of a character’s appearance. 
b. Character as Seen by Another 
The author uses the description of a character through the other character’s eyes and 
opinions. 
c. Speech 
This method uses a conversation of a character with another character so that the 
readers are able to get some clue or insight on the character. 
d. Past Life 
The author lets the reader see a character’s past life in order to learn the character’s 
characteristics. This can be done by direct comment, through the person’s thought, 
conversation or through medium of another person. 
e. Conversation of Others 
The author gives clues to a person’s character through the conversation of other 
people and the things they say about him. 
f. Reactions 
This method reveals the characteristics through how the character reacts toward 
various situations and events. 
g. Direct Comment 
The author describes or comments directly on a person’s character. 
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h. Thoughts 
This method uses the description which can be received through what a person is 
thinking about. 
i. Mannerisms 
A character mannerisms, habits, or idiosyncrasies can reveal the character’s 
characteristics. 
This study will employ some of the nine ways of characterization mentioned by 
M. J. Murphy, namely personal descriptions, speech, past life, conversation of others, 
reactions, direct comment, and thoughts. These ways are necessary in analyzing the 
characteristics of the main character for this research. 
In Handbook to Literature 5
th
 edition, Holman and Harmon state that there are 
three ways or methods of characterization in fiction. 
There are three fundamental methods of characterization in fiction: a. The 
explicit presentation by the author of the character through direct exposition, 
either in an introductory block or more often piecemeal throughout the work, 
illustrated by action. b. The presentation of the character in action, with little or 
no explicit comment by the author, in the expectation that the reader will be 
able to deduce the attributes of the actor from the actions; and c. The 
representation from within a character, without comment on the character by 
the author, of the impact of actions and emotions on the character’s inner self, 
with the expectation that the reader will come to clear understanding of the 
attributes of the character (1986: 81). 
 
2. Setting 
According to Abrams, in A Glossary of Literary Terms. Setting is the general 
locale and the historical time where the actions occur. The setting of an episode or 
PLAGIAT MERUPAKAN TINDAKAN TIDAK TERPUJIPLAGIAT MERUPAKAN TINDAKAN TIDAK TERPUJI
10 
 
scene within a work is the particular physical location in which it takes place. (1970: 
157). 
According to Holman and Harmon, in A Handbook of Literature, there are four 
elements that are making up the setting as follows: 
First, the actual geographical location, its topography, scenery, and such 
physical arrangements as the location of the windows and the doors in a room. 
Second, the occupation and daily manner of living of the characters. Third the 
time of the period in which the action takes place, for example, epoch in 
history of season of the year. Fourth, the general environment of the character, 
for example, religion, mental, moral, social and emotional condition which 
people in the narrative move (Holman and Harmon 1986: 465). 
 
3. Setting that Influence the Character 
In addition, Edgar V. Roberts and Henry E. Jacobs in their book, Fiction: An 
Introduction to Reading and Writing, said that “The major question is the degree to 
which the setting seems to interact with or influence character. You might get at this 
topic through additional questions: Are the characters happy or unhappy where they 
live? Do they express their feelings, or get into discussions or arguments about them? 
Do they seem adjusted? Do they want to stay or leave? Does the economic, cultural, 
or ethnic level of the setting make the characters think in any unique ways? How 
does the setting influence their decisions, transportation, speech habit, eating habits, 
attitude about love and honor and their general folkways?” (1987:218). 
Setting gives important roles that are to bear the character and to give some 
effects for them. It is signified by some question such as, whether the character 
happy or unhappy where they live, whether they could express their feelings or not, 
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whether the place amused them to stay or not, how the cultural, economics and 
ethnic level influence them, what kinds the job that characters do, and how the 
setting influence the characters in terms making decisions, transportation, speech 
habit, eating habits, attitude about love and honor and their general folkways. 
 
C. Theoretical Framework 
To answer the first problem, the writer decides to use Murphy’s theory of 
character to analyze Orchid’s character that surprisingly transformed from an 
imaginative woman to realistic woman. To answer the second problem, the writer 
chooses Holman and Harmon’s theory of setting to analyze the setting of The 
Forbidden City. The writer uses the first, second, and third elements of Holman and 
Harmon’s theory. The last is answering the third problem, the writer chooses Gill’s 
theory of setting that influence the character in order to analyze how the setting of 
The Forbidden City can influence the Orchid’s character as an Empress. 
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CHAPTER III 
METHODOLOGY 
 
A. Object of the Study 
The primary object of this study is a historical romance novel entitled Empress 
Orchid written by Anchee Min. The novel was published by Bloomsbury Publishing 
Inc. in London, 2004. The novel was divided into twenty four chapters. In 2006, 
Empress Orchid was included as a nominee in Richard & Judy Best Read of the Year 
award, and also one of the top ten best-selling books in England. 
Anchee Min’s Empress Orchid is a real story about Empress Dowager Cixi 
from Manchu Yehonala clan, who was lived in the poverty. She lived in the Manchu 
Qing Dynasty in China. But later Orchid was selected by the Emperor Xianfeng as an 
imperial concubine in her youth age; she gave birth to his son, who became the 
Tongzhi Emperor upon Xianfeng's death. She has to survive in the Forbidden City - 
place where she spent her entire life- which many dangers and intrigues within. She 
was the only one who bears a son. With her son as heir, Orchid struggles to lead an 
empire until the end of her life.  
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B. Approach of the Study 
To analyze the novel, the writer uses New Criticism approach that is 
appropriate to analyze the problems. According to Daiches (1939: 117), the New 
Criticism was a revolt against the traditional scholarly approach to literature, which 
was concerned with the ideas, personality, and development of the author and with 
the conception and dissemination of ideas through literary pieces in historical context. 
Objecting that the esthetic value of the piece was lost in focusing attention on 
peripheral matters, the New Critics sought to put the emphasis where they believed it 
belonged on the literary object itself and its esthetics meanings. 
The New Criticism approach makes us able to see the changes of character 
from the text alone, without outside influence. By using New Criticism approach, we 
can get better understanding as the text is analyzed throughout. Therefore, the New 
Criticism approach is considered as the most suitable approach to analyze this topic 
and work in this study. 
C. Method of the Study 
Library research is used as the method of the study, since the data for this 
study originate from written texts. The primary source used in this study is the novel 
written by Anchee Min entitled Empress Orchid. The secondary sources are internet 
and books that is used to add some references. The related studies discussed are two 
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different focuses stated by the discussants. The theories used in this study are theory 
of character, theory of characterization, and theory of setting. 
There are several steps that need to be taken one by one. First was rereading 
the novel to gain better understanding of the character. In this step, the writer 
discovered new details in character and may be also the plot that were missed in the 
previous reading. The second was searching the most suitable theories to analyze the 
problem the writer had. The third was formulating the problem that discussed in this 
study. The fourth step was researching and analyzing data collected from various 
resources by the library research. The fifth was applying the selected theories to 
analyze the novel. The last was drawing the conclusion of previous problem that the 
writer analyzed. 
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CHAPTER IV 
ANALYSIS 
 
This section discusses the analysis in subchapters; the first analysis is 
about the character of Orchid before entering the Forbidden City and after 
entering the Forbidden City as a part of Royal Dynasty of China. The second 
analysis deals with the description of setting. The third is about how the setting 
changes Orchid’s character. 
 
A. The Character of Orchid 
In order to answer the first problem, the theory that is used is Murphy’s 
theory.In his theory, the writer can analyze to what characteristics a character has, 
by describing how the person reacts and responds to various situations and events. 
This theory is used due to this novel use the first person point of view; therefore 
the writer reveals the character through the character itself. 
 
1. Before Entering the Forbidden City 
 Orchid is one of poor people dreaming to have a prosperous life and to 
bring out her family from poverty. Her family comes from Wuhu. Orchid’s father 
is dead He leaves many debts behind; it is the reason why her family becomes 
poor and they decide to go to Peking and live with their siblings. One day, her 
uncle demands some money but they can’t pay it, then her uncle forces Orchid’s 
mother to marry her opium addict and mentally retarded cousin. If she does not 
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fulfill, he will kick them out from his house. Orchid is so helpless, but someday 
she hears announcement from Orchid’s boss, Big Sister Fann that the Emperor 
looks for concubines and also wives. Now she is full of enthusiasm to be 
Emperor’s concubines. It is better to be a concubine rather than marry her cousin. 
Finally, she feels honored that she is chosen to be one of Emperor’s concubines.  
She has certain characteristics that are different from other people, which 
help her change her whole life: 
I had no real reason to be proud, because my good looks had nothing to do 
with me. But I thanked myself for having had the courage. I would have 
missed the opportunity if I had hesitated or carried myself poorly (p. 53). 
In her dialogues, Orchid thanks for her bravery or not to hesitate to walk 
out from her old life; because of it her life is completely changed. This makes her 
different from other people that she makes a big leap on her life that will never be 
the same. 
 Orchid reflects herself after she is able to become the part of Imperial 
Course; she realizes that her success in entering the Forbidden City is due to 
certain characteristics that she possesses. In this section, this research explores 
two of her most prominent characteristics that are vibrant and independent. 
a. Vibrant 
Orchid works at shop specializing in shoes for wealthy Manchu ladies. 
Orchid’s boss was a servant of Grand Empress of Emperor Tao Kuang. She was 
in charge of her Majesty’s dressing room. One day, Orchid’s boss named Big 
Sister Ann tells her that there is a selection to be Emperor’s concubines or called 
as the Selection of Imperial Consorts. Orchid feels so energetic and full of 
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enthusiasm when she hears about the selection. After work, she immediately goes 
to find the announcement. The announcement states that Emperor looks for 
concubines. The candidate of concubines must be from Manchu, to keep the 
purity of Imperial bloodline. The announcement also says that the girl’s father is 
at least from the rank of Blue Bannerman, to ensure the girl’s genetic intelligence. 
The poster further declares that all Manchu girls between the age of thirteen and 
seventeen must register themselves and none of the Manchu women are allowed 
to marry until the Emperor does not choose them. After knowing that, she goes to 
Big Sister Fann to tell her. She says: 
“Don’t you think I have a chance?” I cried to Big Sister Fann. “I am a 
Manchu and seventeen. My father was a Blue Bannerman.” (p. 22). 
She believes she has a chance to be a candidate of concubines because she 
fulfills all of the requirements given. However, Big Sister Fann just shakes her 
head and tells Orchid that she is just like an ugly mouse compared to the 
concubines and court ladies she has ever seen.. She says “Big Sister Fann’s word 
discouraged me, but my desire was not diminished” (p.22). She does not tell her 
family about the selection after working and after visiting Big Sister Fann. As 
stated below:  
The next morning I went to the local courthouse before work. I was 
nervous but determined. I announced my purpose to the guard and was 
guided to an office in the back (p.24). 
She comes with bad appearances and the courthouse man is not allowed to 
let anyone enter the palace look like a beggar. Orchid says: 
“Well, may I have your permission to ask whether I am qualified for the 
entrance? If I can get yes from you sir, I shall find a way to prepare my 
appearance.” (p.24). 
PLAGIAT MERUPAKAN TINDAKAN TIDAK TERPUJIPLAGIAT MERUPAKAN TINDAKAN TIDAK TERPUJI
18 
 
After that, she tells her mother about it and her mother so relieves.She tells 
Orchid’s uncle about this selection and asks him to wait until the Emperor passes 
her up. Then, Orchid visits Big Sister Fann. She is surprised that Orchid passes 
the entrance exam at the office of the Imperial household. Knowing that, Big 
Sister Fann helps her to transform Orchid into a princess. After she is done with 
her transforming, she cannot sleep and imagine that tomorrow she will be in 
energetic mood in the selection. She says “Then the waiting ended: tomorrow I 
would enter the Forbidden City to compete for the selections” (p.26). 
Her journey to be a concubine is not easy. She has to pass some test again 
and compete with many girls. Orchid passes the first round of inspections and 
now she competes to become one of Emperor Hsien Feng’s seven wives. By now, 
the two hundreds of them aredivided into groups of ten. In her group, Orchid 
meets Nuharoo and eunuch An-te-hai. Suddenly, someone yells and asks to knee. 
The Chief Eunuch named Shim sings out several names that are chosen to face 
His Majesty Emperor Hsien Feng and Her Majesty the Grand Empress Lady Jin. 
Orchid’s fate has been decided. The seven wives are chosen including Nuharoo 
and Orchid. When they come to the hall, the seven wives perform the kowtow 
ceremony and stay on their knees. “I ventured a glance at the Son of Heaven.” 
(p.41). She wants to see how the Emperor looks like. She remembers Big Sister 
Fann’s warning about Grand Empress Lady Jin’s hatred towards girls who are too 
eager to catch the Emperor’s attention. However, Orchid’s intuition tells that 
Emperor Hsien Feng is staring at her direction. She is excited and hopes that she 
can sustain his attention. 
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I sensed some movement from the Emperor and stole a glance while the 
Grand Empress was asking Chief Eunuch Shim why all the girls appeared 
slow and had no spirit (p.44). 
She does it again to steal a glance of him. She does not pay attention what 
Big Sister Fann’s words to her that she will be hated by the Grand Empress for 
stealing attention of the Emperor in order to have him. 
The writer concludes that she is a vibrant woman. It is showed by the time 
she hears about the announcement of a selection of Imperial Consorts. She feels 
so energetic that this selection will bring her reach her future goals to enter the 
Forbidden City so that that her family will no longer live in poverty. Other reason 
is that she can avoid marrying her opium addict and mentally retarded cousin 
because the announcement says that no one is allowed to marry until the Emperor 
does not choose them as a concubine. This selection makes her full of enthusiasm 
to reach it. Even though Big Sister Fan’s words make her downhearted that she is 
just an ugly woman, but she keeps determined to go to local courthouse to register 
herself as a potential concubine without telling her family and also Big Sister Fan. 
When the Orchid’s fate has been decided, she feels excited and energetic so she is 
trying to steal a glance at Emperor. She knows it is forbidden but she follows what 
she believes is the best. Further the writer states that determined, full of 
enthusiasm, and energetic can be categorized as vibrant. 
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b. Independent 
 Since the beginning, her life was full of hardships; she lost her father when 
she was ten years old. His father was fired by the emperor because of his failure. 
Her family has no income so that they have to move to their relative in Peking. 
Orchid has an initiative to get a job because she cannot depend on her uncle. Even 
though she is a woman, she needs money from physical job as men do.She is a 
back-bone of her family so she works to support her family’s need: 
I went to the neighbors and peddlers at the vegetable market hoping to find 
work. I carried loads of yams and cabbages, and cleaned the stalls after the 
market closed. I made a few cooper pennies each day (p.13) 
 
One day, through her uncle, Orchid lands a job in a shop specializing in 
shoes for wealthy Manchu ladies. Her boss is a middle-age woman named Big 
Sister Fann. Her boss is very proud that she used to serve the Grand Empress of 
Emperor Tao Kuang. She is in charge of her Majesty’s dressing room and she 
considers herself expert in court etiquette. In one case, it can be said that she is an 
independent woman. She states, “Nevertheless, I liked to go to work. It was not 
only for the money, but also to enjoy Big Sister Fann’s wisdom about life” (p.14). 
In addition, Big Sister Fann says that the sun doesnot just hang on one family’s 
tree. She believes that everybody has a chance.  
 The writer can say that she is independent. It can be seen when her family 
lives in poverty. Her mother is the backbone of her family. Orchid is the first 
daughter in his family, so she also has a responsibility to help her mother to be a 
backbone of her family. She is trying to look for some jobs at market and finally 
she gets a job in a shop specializing in shoes for wealthy Manchu ladies.  
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2. After Entering the Forbidden City 
 Her dream to be one of Imperial wives becomes real. She does not have to 
marry her cousin to release her family from debt. Now she can give much money 
to her family to buy daily needs so that they no longer live in poverty. When 
Orchid is in the Forbidden City, she is called as Lady Yehonala to respect her 
position. After she enters her Palace, she has an attendant that dedicates himself to 
be faithful; he is An-Te-Hai whose duty is to guide and help Her Majesty. He also 
tells Lady Yehonala the purpose of her life for being imperial wife. These words 
become a guidance to make Orchid in her track in Forbidden City: “I tried to 
remember what An-Te-Hai had told me that I lived to please Emperor Hsien Feng, 
not myself” (p.80). Her journey to be “impressive” wife is not easy as she thinks. 
In Forbidden City she has to compete with other wives to get Emperor’s attention. 
In this section, three characters of Orchid when she lives in the Forbidden City are 
going to be explained.They are desperate, dependent, and suspicious. 
a. Desperate 
After living in the palace, she begins to understand the reality of her 
position. Even though she gets what she wants, that is to be part of her palace; she 
realizes that living in the palace is full of waiting to be called by Emperor Hsien 
Feng. 
Seven weeks after she comes to her palace, orchid realizes that she dresses 
up for no one else to see. Every day she finds herself standing in the middle of the 
splendid but empty palace. Countless time she is dreaming of Emperor Hsien 
Feng’s visit. Orchid has fantasies that he will come, take her hand and 
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passionately embrace her. Then An-Te-Hai appears from the bushes holding a cup 
of tea on a tray. He says that donot be too anxious, but Lady Yehonala says: “Life 
is too long in the Forbidden City, An-Te-Hai,” I said. “Even the seconds are hard 
to pass.” (p.89). Finally, on the fifty-eight day after her arrival in the Forbidden 
City, Emperor Hsien Feng summons Lady Yehonala to join him at an opera. 
Orchid is hardly believes on her ears when An-Te-Hai brings His Majesty’s 
invitation. Moreover, Orchid studies the invitation. She studies the Emperor’s 
signature and stamp which is so grand and beautiful. She keeps it under her pillow 
and touches it over and over before she goes to sleep. She waits, burning with 
anxiety. However, her excitement just passes away when she hears about Nuharoo 
that she can persuade Emperor to order the troupe to play the Grand Empress’s 
favorite to please his mother. Orchid feels so jealous: 
I had a sudden realization that the road to salvation was inaccessible. 
Despair seeped through me. I felt I had been pushed into a sealed room 
where my breathing became difficult. It was not true that I would be happy 
once my stomach was full. I couldn’t escape who I was, a woman who 
sensed that she lived to love. Being an Imperial wife offered me 
everything but that (p.95) 
 
The feeling of an underdog comes over her. Her frustration turns into 
sadness. Then Lady Yehonala asks An-Te-Hai to tell her about his dream. In the 
end of his story, An-Te-Hai admits himself as a squirrel with a dragon’s ambition. 
Orchid likes that and she supposes that he knows Orchid’s dream. She says “It 
seems as unreachable as yours, doesn’t it?” (p.96). Orchid feels so desperate and 
An-Te-Hai tries to please her feeling. An-Te-Hai says that a dead camel is bigger 
than a live horse. It means that Lady Yehonala still has a better chance than the 
small people, but she says “But the truth is that I have nothing” (p.96). 
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Orchid joins to watch the opera. In the middle of the show, Lady Yun 
wants to go to the chamber pot; suddenly Orchid’s eyes catch something. She sees 
that Lady Yun is pregnant. Not only pregnant but also Nuharoo’s diadem makes 
her mood is turning into dark. When in the intermission of the opera, Emperor 
Hsien Feng is not even bothered to say hello to Lady Yehonala. The opera is 
finish and Lady Yehonala goes back to her palace. An-Te-Hai comes to help her 
to undress. While she is taking off her makeup and setting off the ornaments in 
her hair, Orchid starts to weep. Seeing her majesty is weeping, he says that the 
knowing mind is powerful enough to rescue one from disaster. The conversation 
begins between Lady Yehonala and her attendant, An-Te-Hai: 
“But for me, knowing is hurting.” 
“Hurting is the beginning of healing, my lady.” 
“Go ahead and deepen my wound, An-Te-Hai. The truth is that I have 
failed utterly.” 
“No lady in this place can make thing happen without paying a price.” 
“Nuharoo did, and so did Lady Yun!” 
“But it is not the whole truth, my lady. Your perspective needs adjusting.” 
“What perspective are you talking about? My life has been uprooted by a 
tornado, I   have been thrown into the air, and now I’m crashing. What can 
I do but give up?” (p.102) 
 
After that moment, An-Te-Hai has a plan. He will perform an Imperial 
ceremony of sacrifice that this duty should belong to Emperor Hsien Feng. He 
thinks that Lady Yehonala shall go and perform in His Majesty’s name so that the 
eunuch in charge of the temple will take down Orchid’s name, and he will inform 
His Majesty every time someone pays respect to his ancestor on his behalf. Later 
on, Orchid does what An-Te-Hai suggests to her. However she says, “Nothing 
changed after my visit to the temple. By the end of autumn my hope to gain 
Emperor Hsien Feng’s attention was completely crushed” (p.108). 
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Her desperation can be seen through her waiting to be called by the 
Emperor, she has made herself dressed up for no one to see. She is waiting for a 
long time for Emperor Hsien Feng but he does not. Then she says to An-Te-Hai: 
“Life is too long in the Forbidden City, An-Te-Hai,” I said. “Even the seconds are 
hard to pass.” (p.89). She is happy when she is invited to attend the opera by 
Emperor, but she is down when she hears from An-Te-Hai about Nuharoo that she 
can persuade Emperor to order the troupe to play the Grand Empress’s favorite to 
please his mother.  
The feeling of desperate comes up by her saying: “Despair seeped through 
me” (p.95). She feels like there is no hope for her to sleep with Emperor even 
intimate interacts with him like Nuharoo does. She also asks An-Te-Hai to tell her 
about his dreams. Her desperation can be seen in: “It seems as unreachable as 
yours, doesn’t it?” (p.96). Her desperation becomes deeper after she sees in the 
opera that Lady Yun is pregnant and Nuharoo’s diadem that makes her mood 
down. She feels like slammed into ground and broken. It can be seen in her 
saying: “My life has been uprooted by a tornado, I have been thrown into the air, 
and now I’m crashing. What can I do but give up?” (p.102). The last desperation 
is when An-Te-Hai has a plan to impress the Emperor by visiting to Imperial 
Ceremony of Sacrifice but she says: “Nothing changed after my visit to the 
temple. By the end of autumn my hope to gain Emperor Hsien Feng’s attention 
was completely crushed” (p.108). 
 
 
PLAGIAT MERUPAKAN TINDAKAN TIDAK TERPUJIPLAGIAT MERUPAKAN TINDAKAN TIDAK TERPUJI
25 
 
b. Dependent 
The fact that the word of a eunuch can elevate or destroy a concubine’s 
position within the Forbidden City makes every action fraught with danger. 
Therefore, it makes her must depend on her eunuch. Her character changes to be a 
dependent woman, she cannot do anything independently; and she must be helped 
by the eunuch. 
 After the celebration, they are officially become an Imperial Concubine. 
Orchid is escorting to her palace. Then Chief Eunuch Shim appears and greets 
Lady Yehonala or Orchid. Chief Eunuch Shim sees that there is something wrong. 
The servants have not introduced themselves yet to their majesty. Then, Chief 
Eunuch Shim asks them to be whipped. Lady Yehonala tries to help them and 
convince Shim that it is not their fault. Then Shim tells Orchid that as an Imperial 
concubine, they have to expect nothing less than perfection from their slaves. 
Lady Yehonala apologizes to Chief Eunuch Shim. After that case, Chief Eunuch 
Shim takes his time to reveal the purpose of his visit. Chief Eunuch Shim explains 
about how the Forbidden City is running. He introduces that many departments 
are under his control and authority. “I stood with my back straight and my chin 
slightly raised. Even if Chief Shim was merely displaying his own power, I was 
glad to be informed” (p.70). He continues to display his own power. Chief Eunuch 
Shim says that he has so many responsibilities, but above all he exists to 
safeguard the authenticity of Emperor Hsien Feng’s succession: 
I realized that he expected me to acknowledge his power. “Guide me, 
Chief Shim, please,”I began, “for I am a naïve girl from the countryside of 
Wuhu, and I shall be grateful for your advice and protection.” (p.70) 
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Satisfied with Lady Yehonala’s manner, he now reveals that he is here to 
fulfill two orders from Orchid’s mother in law, Grand Empress Lady Jin. First is 
to reward Lady Yehonala with a cat. Second is to notify about Lady Yehonala 
yearly allowance. She says: 
Soon after he left, I sent a servant with two hundreds taels of silver as a 
gift. It was a lot, but I felt it necessary. Without Chief Eunuch Shim I 
would be a blind person walking on a path filled with trap. Nonetheless, I 
sensed that he was a man to be feared (p.72). 
 After Chief Eunuch Shim goes, Eunuch An-Te-Hai attracts Lady 
Yehonala’s attention. He requests to be Lady Yehonala’s first attendant. He 
convinces that he offers what others don’t. He offers an advice to be given and he 
equips himself with knowledge of Imperial society. An-Te-Hai just wants a 
chance to reach his future. He is looking for a worthy master to prove his loyalty. 
He is done with his argument, and then Lady Yehonala asks him to leave. While 
he rises and steps back toward the door, Orchid calls An-Te-Hai and decides him 
to be her first attendant. In her first day as an Imperial Concubine, Orchid does not 
know much about Imperial’s manner, so An-Te-Hai exists to help her. Dinner 
time comes; Orchid is so excited and shocked when the parade is coming out of 
the kitchen. They hold a steaming dish and moving gracefully. Soon, the table is 
full of dishes and ready to eat. Before Lady Yehonala eats those dishes, An-Te-
Hai rushes to her side. Together with other eunuchs, he tries one of the dishes. 
This is one of the manners in the Forbidden City that eunuchs have to try the 
dishes to check whether there is poison or not. While Orchid is eating, An-Te-Hai 
picks up a cup of chrysanthemum tea. “It didn’t take long for me to see that An-
Te-Hai had a gift for anticipating my needs” (p.78). As Lady Yehonala finishes 
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her last bite, An-Te-Hai gives an advice to send a message to Emperor Hsien Feng 
and Empress Nuharoo to wish them a good dinner. However, Orchid thinks that 
Nuharoo wants her time with Emperor Hsien Feng undisturbed. She says, “From 
An-Te-Hai”s silent response, I realized that I’d better follow his advice” (p.78). 
After that An-Te-Hai explains that is not about sending a good wish but to make 
an impression. It is to have her name appear on one of Emperor Hsien Feng’s 
bamboo message chips. It is to remind His Majesty of her existence.  
 The first month passes quickly. An-Te-hai also comes to help Lady 
Yehonala to tell about Imperial’s manners. One day, Orchid feels annoyed and 
irritated on hair-shape process. To ease the tension, An-Te-Hai asks himself to tell 
about the details of Emperor Hsien Feng’s belt. Orchid is not interested. An-Te-
Hai keeps telling her about the details. Then she feels, “I smiled, appreciating the 
eunuch’s intention. An-Te-Hai always knew how to set off my craving for 
knowledge.” (p.87). Orchid also questions that Nuharoo knows what he knows, 
and An-Te-Hai says yes. Because of that, Orchid makes a decision.  
”An-Te-Hai, from now on you are responsible for refreshing my 
knowledge of royal life.” I avoided saying the words “teach me.” I noticed 
that An-Te-Hai would be more at ease and provide me with better 
information if I acted like his master instead of his pupil (p.87). 
 
One day, Chief Eunuch Shim is asked to visit Lady Yehonala. The purpose 
of summon him is that Orchid offers a help from Shim. She shows him something 
to be given to Shim. She opens the box and takes out the ruyi that Emperor Hsien 
Feng had given to Lady Yehonala. She says: 
”I’d like to exchange it for a favor, Chief Shim.” I made him look me in 
the eye. “To tell you the truth, the ruyi is the last thing I own. I want to 
give it to you because I understand the value of your help” (p.113). 
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Orchid wants him to know that she wants to become the mother of 
Emperor Hsien Feng’s child. Shim gets frozen. He seems so pleased and also 
frightened at the same time. He accepts to help Lady Yehonala to sleep with the 
Emperor and then he takes the ruyi from her hand. Shim tells Lady Yehonala that 
he is going to arrange the schedule base on the Orchid’s most fertile days. Soon, 
he marks the date in his book.  
Her dependence on eunuch can be seen clearly when she is showed by 
Chief Eunuch Shim’s power to manage the Forbidden City by her saying: “Even 
if Chief Shim was merely displaying his own power, I was glad to be informed.” 
(p.70). Not only that but also after Shim leaves out from Orchid’s palace, she 
says: “Without Chief Eunuch Shim I would be a blind person walking on a path 
filled with trap. Nonetheless, I sensed that he was a man to be feared” (p.72).By 
saying those sentences, it means that she depends on Chief Eunuch Shim because 
he has a knowledge about the Forbidden City. Another dependent can be seen 
after Lady Yehonala accepts the offering of An-Te-Hai to be her loyal attendant. 
When she is eating her meals, An-Te-Hai suggests her to wish Nuharoo and 
Emperor a good dinner, but at first she refuses then she thinks, “From An-Te-
Hai”s silent response, I realized that I’d better follow his advice” (p.78) An-Te-
Hai starts to explain why she shall do that. Next is when Orchid feels annoyed and 
An-Te-Hai try to ease the tension by telling her about the detail of Emperor Hsien 
Feng’s belt, then she feels pleased and says: ”An-Te-Hai, from now on you are 
responsible for refreshing my knowledge of royal life” (p.87).  
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The last evidence of her dependence is when she feels so desperate 
because she has not been called by Emperor to sleep with. Then, she asks Chief 
Eunuch Shim to help her to arrange schedule for her by giving him her own 
special thing, ruyi. That is her last effort that can change his heart to help her. “To 
tell you the truth, the ruyi is the last thing I own. I want to give it to you because I 
understand the value of your help.” (p.113). These are the her characters that can 
be concluded as a dependent woman when she is entering the Forbidden City.  
c. Suspicious 
 Soon after she is entering the Forbidden City and officially is one of 
Imperial wives, she has a visitor to tell her about the Forbidden City, he is Chief 
Eunuch Shim. At first, he comes and tells Lady Yehonala about his power and 
authority. After that he reveals the purpose of his visit. He comes to fulfill Grand 
Empress’s orders. There is a moment that Orchid feels something suspicious 
about Chief Eunuch Shim. Shim says that he has assigned the best servants to 
Lady Yehonala. The ones who snore he gives to Lady Mei, and the ones who are 
lazy he gives to Lady Hui. He also assigns the wicked ones to Lady Yun.  
This of course I knew, but my mistrust of Shim prevented me from seizing 
the opportunity. I wondered what he would say about me in front of 
Nuharoo and Ladies Yun, Li, Soo, Mei, and Hui. I was sure he had enough 
tricks in his bag to fool everybody (p.71). 
 
One day, she tries to offer a help from Chief Eunuch Shim to help her 
arrange the schedule so that she can sleep with the Emperor. By giving her own 
special thing, called ruyi. He accepts it and arranges the schedule base on her most 
fertile days. The day has come; Orchid prepares everything to please Emperor 
Hsien Feng. She also goes to prostitution house to learn how to please a man. Her 
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preparation is not going well but she finally can make His Majesty pleased with 
her. The result is Lady Yehonala is ordered to come to meet Emperor Hsien Feng 
every night. From that moment, she now becomes His Majesty’s favorite wife. 
Orchid realizes it and becomes anxious about the Grand Empress. She will accuse 
Lady Yehonala of keeping him all to her-self. 
Knowing that Orchid has now become Emperor’s favorite, Orchid has an 
unexpected guest, Nuharoo, who comes to visit her. Orchid thinks that Nuharoo 
gets jealous about her. Nuharoo does not say anything. It seems like she just wants 
to visit her, but Orchid believes that there is a purpose about Nuharoo’s visit. 
Orchid waits her to speak about the husband they share. She waits to hear the 
words that express Nuharoo’s frustration. Then,  
I wondered what made her hold herself so upright and calm. If I were she, 
I wouldn’t find it difficult. I would resent my rival and wish myself in her 
place. Was she putting up a front? Or had she already developed a scheme 
to destroy me and was now only playing peace to deceive me? (p.146). 
 
Orchid enjoys when she monopolizes Emperor Hsien Feng for herself. 
One day Emperor asks her to accompany him to ancestor’s site to escape him 
from depression. The Emperor compliments Orchid on her pleasantness. She is 
happy but behind that mask, Orchid feels: 
Fear was always with me and I thought of my rivals constantly. How much 
longer would it be, I wondered, before another took my place? Their 
jealously-pickled faces hung before me like winter fog. I was sure that my 
rivals had sent spies to watch over me. The “eye” might be one of the 
Emperor’s own attendants (p. 168). 
Time goes by; Orchid is really excited when she knows she is pregnant. 
But she is suggested by the doctor to keep the news of pregnancy for three 
months. Despite her “secret”, the Imperial wives and concubines in every palace 
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learn about her pregnancy. She is showered by flowers, jade carvings, and good-
wish paper cut-outs. Every concubine makes an effort to visit her. In her room the 
presents pile up to the ceiling, but behind the smiling faces, there laid envyand 
jealous. Swollen eyes are evidence of crying and sleepless nights. She remembers 
her own reaction towards lady Yun’s pregnancy. She has not wished Lady Yun 
bad luck, but she has not wished her well either. She fears that numerous traps 
will be set for her. She believes that it is natural if the concubines hate her. She 
says: 
As my belly began to swell, my fear increased. I now ate little in order to 
narrow the risk of being poisoned. I dreamt of Snow’s hairless body 
floating in the well. An-Te-Hai warned me to be careful every time. I 
drank a bowl of soup or took a walk in the garden. He believed that my 
rivals had directed their eunuchs to lay loose rocks or dig holes in my path 
to make me stumble (p. 184). 
The writer sees that Orchid has a suspicious character that can be seen in 
the first paragraph when Chief Eunuch Shim comes to her palace to fulfill the 
order of the Grand Empress. Shim says that he has assigned the best servants to 
Lady Yehonala. Orchid does notbelieve what Shim also saying to other Emperor 
wives. “I was sure he had enough tricks in his bag to fool everybody” (p.71). Next 
is when Nuharoo visits Lady Yehonala to greet her because now she is become 
Emperor’s favorite. Orchid issuspicious as she thinks: “Was she putting up a 
front? Or had she already developed a scheme to destroy me and was now only 
playing peace to deceive me?” (p.146). 
The suspiciousness can be seen in the state: “I was sure that my rivals had 
sent spies to watch over me” (p. 168). The last is when she is told by the doctor 
Sun Pao Tien to keep the news but the Imperial wives hear about it and she trusts 
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what An-Te-Hai believes: “He believed that my rivals had directed their eunuchs 
to lay loose rocks or dig holes in my path to make me stumble” (p. 184). 
 
B. The Setting of the Forbidden City 
 Setting can influence the character’s changes. Different setting may result 
and impact in different characteristics and character. According to Holman and 
Harmon, in A Handbook of Literature, there are four elements that are making up 
the setting as follows: 
 First, the actual geographical location, its topography, scenery, and such 
 physical arrangements as the location of the windows and the doors in a 
 room. Second, the occupation and daily manner of living of the characters.
 Third the time of the period in which the action takes place, for example, 
 epoch in history of season of the year. Fourth, the general environment of 
 the character, for example, religion, mental, moral, social and emotional 
 condition which people in the narrative move (Holman and Harmon 1986: 
 465). 
 
 However, in this thesis, the writer analyzes the setting of place in the 
novel. The writer focuses on occupation and daily manner of living of the 
characters in second element, and the general environment of the character, for 
example, religion, mental, moral, social and emotional condition which people in 
the narrative move in the fourth element. In this analysis aims on the certain 
faction inside the Forbidden City and Orchid’s interaction with them.  
 
1. The Description about Forbidden City 
 The story of Empress Orchid takes place in The Forbidden City. The 
Forbidden City is the center of China during the Imperial period. As it is the 
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center of China, therefore the building is built as the symbol of prestige of the 
imperial, and it is proved in this quotation: 
As I walked, a group of palatial buildings presented themselves. They 
were solemn in atmosphere and gigantic in size. Glazed yellow roofs 
glistened in the sunshine. Slabs of carved marble lay under my feet. Not 
until I saw the Hall of Supreme harmony did I realize that what I was 
seeing was just the beginning (p. 31).  
The Forbidden City takes place in the center of Beijing, the capital of 
China. It shows that Forbidden City is a city inside a city. In order to protect the 
Forbidden City from the outside world, the Forbidden City is enclosed by high 
walls surrounding it. It is stated in this quotation, “The walls were about forty feet 
high and fifty feet thick. At the hidden heart of the sprawling, low-lying capital sat 
the Forbidden City, the home of the Emperor” (p. 12). 
The point of making the building and the walls, besides to display the 
prestige of the dynasty, also to emphasize that The Emperor and all inhabitants are 
detached from the commoners that lives outside the Forbidden City. The Emperor 
is viewed as a divine figure by the commoners that areonly able to see from the 
outside. 
The Forbidden City is also built by the philosophy by the traditional 
Chinese beliefs. It can be seen from the placement of the room, the window, etc, 
and also from the person’s name and building’s name. It is shown in this 
quotation, “My palanquin crossed the Golden Water River on one of the five 
bridges that spanned it. The river marked the boundary of the forbidden 
landscape; the bridges each represented one of the five Confucian virtues: loyalty, 
tenacity, honesty, modesty and piety” (p.66). 
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2. The Inhabitants of Forbidden City 
In this section the writer tells about the life, the habit, and the motivation 
of the faction inside the Forbidden City. Those are The Emperor, the concubines, 
and the siblings; The Bureaucracy; and the eunuchs and servants. 
a. The Life of the Emperor and His Seven Imperial Wives 
 During the Imperial period, China was ruled by an Emperor who has 
absolute power. His absolute power comes from the belief that he is descended 
from heaven and entitled “Son of Heaven”. From that belief, The Emperor has 
unlimited power in how to govern his country, even if he orders someone to be 
executed. This absolute power can be seen during the reign of Emperor Yung 
Cheng. It can be seen from this quotation, “An edict was issued and the actor was 
dragged out and beaten to death in his costume” (p.93). 
In this novel, The Emperor during this period is Emperor Hsien Feng. He 
has to shoulder of ruling an Empire. Unfortunately, in that period, China is 
threatened by many conflicts, either internal or external. He has to attend the 
audience to give a decision about the problem inside and outside the Forbidden 
City. However, the final decision is in the Emperor’s final word. However, he 
cannot shoulder the burden of the entire nation. 
The Emperor has duties to control not only the nation, but also in his 
dynasty, as the Emperor symbolizes the Qing Dynasty in ruling China. One of his 
duties is to ensure the succession of the Qing Dynasty; the Emperor must have the 
successor. For that reason, he has seven Imperial wives and many concubines. 
Many problems that he faces cannot besolved immediately so that he brings them 
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into his chamber. Because of that, he has trouble to impregnate his wives and 
concubines as stated below: 
 “Look, I am obligated to produce the bloody sheet. Shim is waiting 
 to collect it. He is waiting to pass it on to the household officials for 
examination and the record book. Then they will wait for the sign of an 
heir. They will calculate the dates on their fingers. The doctors will be 
called to stand by, day and night, for a sign of pregnancy” (p.140). 
Seven Imperial Wives are chosen from the Manchu girls to keep the purity 
of the Imperial bloodline and the father has to be at least the rank of Blue 
Bannerman that is to ensure the girls’ genetic intelligence. Those are chosen 
through Selection of Imperial Consorts with the duties to help the Emperor to take 
care of the Imperial Household and give a birth for the succession of Qing 
Dynasty.  
To become the mother of future Emperor, it will increase the prestige of 
the mother in the Imperial Court each of seven wives compete each other to have 
a successor. They have many intrigues to persuade the Emperor to sleep with 
them. If one of them becomes the Emperor’s favorite, the others will get envy of 
her and they try to fall her into the pit as stated below: 
I remembered the jealous elderly concubines. I remembered the way they 
started at me like hungry vultures. One story An-Te-Hai told would not 
leave my mind: the fate of a favorite concubine of the Ming Dynasty after 
the Emperor died. She was trapped in a court conspiracy orchestrated by 
fellow concubines, and she was buried alive.(p.144). 
 
b. The Life of the Bureaucracy 
 Another faction that has a strong power in the Imperial Court is 
Bureaucracy faction. They are not nobles but they exist from the state exams. 
They have a responsibility to submit the edict and manage the paper work of 
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Forbidden City. The majority in the court is Manchurian, but Han Chinese also 
has a role in the government. 
One of the Bureaucrats that has important role in the Forbidden City is 
Chief Eunuch Shim. Although he is just a eunuch but he has a high position 
because he is the Emperor’s eunuch. He gets the power in many departments and 
also becomes a superior of the other eunuchs. With his power, he has a vital role. 
He is not only respected but also feared among the other concubines. “Without 
Chief Eunuch Shim I would be a blind person walking on a path filled with trap. 
Nonetheless, I sensed that he was a man to be feared.” (p.72). 
The other person that has a power in Imperial Court is Su Shun. He is the 
Prime Minister who manages the political side. He is the second hand of the 
Emperor himself. He is a noble man but he chooses to stand on political 
bureaucracy. He starts throughout the ranks until he reaches his current positions. 
He is a conservative man that preserves the tradition. He is an ambitious person 
that he uses his power in political to promote himself to become even higher in 
status than before.  
In his ambition, he needs persons who can be trusted and also has 
connection with the bureaucrats and the nobles He uses his noble title to persuade 
those people to help his goal by bribinghis mother’s jewel. He is willing to use 
unsavory ways like blackmail, bribery, and promoting himself as traditional 
Chinese man as stated: 
Su Shun was regarded as a man of generosity and loyalty. There was a 
story about when he began to work for the court as a lowly official’s 
assistant: he sold his mother’s jewelry so that he could mount banquets for 
his friends. Later I learned that Su shun used these elaborate meals to 
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gather information on all areas of life---from gossip about Peking’s most 
popular actors to who hid the most gold in his backyard, from military 
reforms to political marriages (p.165). 
 
c. The Life of the Eunuchs and the Servants 
This is a low faction in the Imperial Court consists of servants and eunuchs 
who dedicated themselves to Their Highness. They have no power in Imperial 
Court but as being a eunuchs, they have a little hope to bring them not to live in 
hell, so they try to get a chance from Her Highness to become their attendant. It 
can be seen from:  
 “I want a chance. I have been looking for a worthy master for a long time. 
As a eunuch, I understand that I ought not to think about my future, 
because there isn’t any. But I don’t want to live in hell for the rest of my 
life. All I’m asking, my lady, is to be given an opportunity to prove my 
loyalty.” (p.75). 
 If one of the Imperial Wives gets a higher status or becomes the Emperor’s 
favorite, the eunuch that has a relation to them, automatically also gets a higher 
status. The concubines need the eunuch’s help because he has an eye and ear 
outside in every corner of Forbidden City. His skill can be used to advance the 
concubine’s target.  
 “I am familiar with the Forbidden City’s murders and ghosts, the stories 
behind the mysterious outbreaks of fire sudden disappearances of people. I 
know the sentinels at the gates, and I am a personal friend of many of the 
guards, which means that I can go in and out of the palaces like a cat” 
(p.74). 
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C. The Influence of Setting of Place on Orchid’s Character 
 Edgar V. Roberts and Henry E. Jacobs in their book, Fiction: An 
Introduction to Reading and Writing, say that: 
Setting gives important roles that are to bear the character and to give 
some effects for them. It is signified by some question such as, whether 
the character happy or unhappy where they live, whether they could 
express their feelings or not, whether the place amused them to stay or not, 
how the cultural, economics and ethnic level influence them, what kinds 
the job that characters do, and how the setting influence the characters in 
terms making decisions, transportation, speech habit, eating habits, attitude 
about love and honor and their general folkways (1987:218). 
 
 This theory is used to answer the third problem formulation about the 
setting that influences the character’s changes. According to Edgar and Henry, 
Setting gives some effects to a character and in this research explains how 
Orchid’s life in The Forbidden City changes her character by her interactions with 
some factions inside it.Forbidden City makes orchid’s character changes.  
The Forbidden City makes a vital role of Orchid character’s changes. The 
place that Orchid lives for almost of her entire life changes some of her character, 
character that she has before enter the Forbidden City will change into her 
character after she enters the Forbidden City. These are some changes in Orchid’s 
character changes. This section divided into three subchapters. The first one is 
from vibrant into desperate. The second one is from independent to dependent. 
The last one is her new trait that is suspicious. 
1. Her Changes from Vibrant into Desperate 
 Orchid is one of the Manchu women that have a willingness to release her 
family from poverty. Orchid has a problem that she has to marry with her 
mentally retarded, slope shoulder cousin. Finally, she has a chance to be chosen as 
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one of Imperial wives. She is ready to compete with other women to be chosen. 
Eventually, she is chosen as one of Imperial wives.  
 Before she enters the Forbidden City, she determines to be chosen as one 
of Imperial wives. Big Sister Fann, Orchid’s boss, ever doubted her to be chosen, 
but she keeps spirited. She says: 
 “Don’t you think I have a chance?” I cried to Big Sister Fann. “I am a 
Manchu and seventeen. My father was a Blue Bannerman.” (Min, 
2004:22). 
 After she enters and she has what she needs and also experiences the 
prestigious life, but she feels emptiness in her life. She also feels that she is unable 
to find the pleasure in her room even though she has many treasures. She finally 
realizes that what she wants most is the Emperor’s attention. One day, she has an 
invitation from the Emperor to attend the opera. She is so excited becauseshe 
thinks that the invitation is only for her alone. After she arrives, she realizes that 
the invitation is for all the concubines, and her presence in watching the opera is 
not necessary. “His Majesty never truly demands his concubines’ presence,” Shim 
said. It made me realized with crushing disappointment that I was only there out 
of formality” (p.99). 
 She feels bitter and she begins to get the Emperor’s attention. She tries 
many ways to get his attention. Unfortunately, none of her plans worked. Finally 
she feels she has no other choice. She gambles to give her most important thing 
she has possessed. She gives her ruyi, a wedding gift from the Emperor toward 
Chief Eunuch Shim because he can arrange the schedule to sleep with the 
Emperor.  
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 She is successful with her gamble. She is often invited by The Emperor 
over and over. She finally knows who the Emperor is. She does not see the 
Emperor as Son of Heaven, but as human being. The Emperor is not a perfect 
person, he makes many mistakes and has many weaknesses, from that sides she 
starts to love him sincerely. 
 After she gets pregnant, the Emperor ignores her. She feels the pain of 
losing someone important, losing of someone who should be taking care of her 
when she gets pregnant.  
I was unable to hide my sadness. My heart kept searching for an 
acknowledgement of the warmth we had shared. But it was not there. It 
was if we had never known each other … I wanted to kiss his feet, and I 
would beg for love (p.202). 
The Emperor gets sick because of the burden of the nation. He is dying 
and Orchid is not ready yet to lose him. Her life without the Emperor makes her 
thirst of love, so without using her logic she will have a relationship with another 
man. Unfortunately, as an Emperor dowager, she is unable to embrace her true 
feeling that she needs love.  
If I hadn’t lived in the Forbidden City, I would have found myself a lover. 
Like him, I fantasized about intimacies and pleasures. I resented my 
widowhood and had been driven nearly mad by loneliness. Only the fear 
of being caught, and jeopardizing Tung Chih’s future, had halted me 
(p.358). 
 
Those are the evidences of the Orchid’s character changes from vibrant to 
desperate caused by one of the elements of setting, which is The Emperor. Now 
the writer explains about the second elements of setting called the bureaucracy 
and court etiquette. 
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People who live in the Forbidden City have to obey the rules. In the 
Forbidden City lives a bureaucracy faction. This bureaucracy also takes care of 
the political side. This makes Orchid have to obey the complicated rules. In the 
past, she has a free life but now she has to be restricted because of her new status 
as an Emperor’s wife. 
When she enters the Forbidden City, she is trapped in her palace 
surrounding with hundreds building. She can only take care of her palace. She 
gets gardening, painting, writing, and taking care of Snow, her cat. She cannot go 
outside without the Imperial’s permission and she also cannot receive guests 
either. The only ones who accompany her are her attendant and her servants. 
Another week passed and there was no news. No one visited me either. 
The silence around my palace grew enormous. When Snow came to my 
arms I moved to tears. As the day went on, I fed the cat, bathed and played 
with her until I was bored. I read books and copied more poems from 
ancient times. I began to paint too. The painting reflected my mood. They 
were always of a single tree in the landscape, or one blossom in a vast field 
of snow (p.92). 
When she gets pregnant, she remembers on Nuharoo’s status that when her 
son comes to earth, Nuharoo also has a duty to raise Orchid’s son as a successor 
when he ismature enough to think about the country, because Nuharoo is the 
highest concubines. However in the reality, when the baby is born, Nuharoo 
mostly takes care of him. As her feeling as his mother, she feels bitter. 
I noticed that he had stopped calling me Mother. When he had to address 
me, he called me Huang-ah-pa, a formal name meaning “Imperial 
Mother.” But he called Nuharoo Mother, in a voice that was full of warmth 
and affection (p.296). 
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From this reasons, the writer wants to say that she changes due to the strict 
rules. In the beginning, she has to adjust to her new surrounding with her new 
occupation, new environment, new rules, and so on. But she keeps her feeling for 
herself except her trusted person. Eventually she can find her new activities to 
distract her loneliness in her palace. Orchid can feel a little hope to sleep with the 
Emperor finally. However, she faces new troubles, related with court etiquette that 
she has to share her son to Nuharoo. Even though Orchid is the mother, but 
because of the high status of the concubines, Nuharoo takes care of Prince. It 
makes her bitter. She cannot fight against the rules, because she has no rights for 
it, she has to obey it. 
Beside the Emperor and the bureaucracy, the life of concubines affects her 
to become a vibrant woman.The concubines exist to give a successor to the 
dynasty. The one who can give birth to a son, her status will increase. The 
concubines will plot toward other to attract one male that is the Emperor. Orchid 
realizes something when she attends the opera invited by the Emperor, she sees 
Lady Yun pregnant, and Orchid feels down. “My mood turned dark. Nuharoo’s 
diadem and Lady Yun’s belly were like two burning rods stuck in my skin” (p. 
100).  
To attract the Emperor, all of the concubines have plans. The plans are full 
of intrigues, treachery, jealously, seduction, and so on even to eliminate other 
rival. They will do anything to give the Emperor a son. Orchid is one of the 
concubines who succeed to make the Emperor drunk of love. Orchid is one of the 
Imperial wives that can birth a son, knows that many concubines mark her as a 
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rival that should be fall. The atmosphere in the Imperial Palace is not harmonious 
but instead poisonous. That is why Nuharoo has a plan by sending Little Cloud to 
Orchid palace to get the proof that Orchid is guilty. Therefore, Orchid punishes 
Little Cloud but finally Little Cloud is death. Nuharoo knows that and wants 
Orchid whipped. She begs for apologizing because she is having a child of 
heaven. 
The thought of losing my child felt worse than losing my own life. 
“Nuharoo, please, give him a chance to love you, my elder sister. I’ll come 
back in the next life to be anything you desire.”I’ll be the skin of your 
drum, a paper for you to wipe your behind, a worm for your fish hook . . .” 
(p.205). 
 
2. Her Changes from Independent into Dependent 
As in the first analysis mentions about the changes of Orchid’s character 
from vibrant to desperate, following is further explanation about the second 
changes of her character from independent into dependent. 
Her family lives in poverty, she knows she has to be an independent 
woman to take care of her family and her sick mother and look for money in the 
market. “Rong and Kuei Hsiang were too young to help support the family” 
(p.21). 
Before she enters the Forbidden City, she is an independent woman that 
she has to support the family for the daily needs Now after she enters the 
Forbidden City and becomes the one of Imperial Wives, she has to obey the court 
etiquette. As an Imperial Wives, she cannot do it all alone. “Mother stopped me. 
“Remember, it will be considered an embarrassment to His Majesty if you do any 
labor yourself.”” (p. 60). Living in the Forbidden City especially as an Emperor’s 
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wife, Orchid has to live with the help of eunuch. She must be helped by servants 
or eunuchs, even when she wants to use chamber pot. “It is the rule that the 
Emperor’s wives be served this way.” (p. 86). 
In order to survive and succeed in the Forbidden City, she needs to build 
relations with many people. Orchid does not act passively instead she is willing to 
find a way by utilizing connection with eunuch of the palace. Orchid thinks that 
she can do it alone in the Forbidden City. She realizes that she needs a trusted 
person, he is An-Te-Hai. He is the first person that she needs to be with. He is 
capable to be an eye and ear for Orchid. Orchid promotes him to be her attendant. 
She needs him most because he is the closest person and he always there to help 
Orchid. As an attendant, An-Te-Hai provides Her Majesty what she needs while 
she waits for the calling from the Emperor. “It didn’t take long for me to see that 
An-Te-Hai had a gift for anticipating my needs” (p.78). 
Not all the eunuchs can be trusted; Orchid has to qualify whom she can 
depend on. Even though An-Te-Hai has been promoted, she has to make sure 
either he can be trusted or not. It is proved that Orchid does not see from the 
appearance or social status but she sees from the quality of that person. 
Remembering that in the Forbidden City is full of intrigues and traps, she cannot 
choose her trusted person randomly.  
Moreover, Orchid loses her father, and she needs a man figure. She needs 
companion and guidance from a man, and in her family, she just has her brother 
whois still young. As an Imperial wife in the Forbidden City, she just has 
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interaction with one male that is the Emperor. As a wife, she needs him to give 
affection to her. 
When she gets what she needs most, she begins not to lose or release it. 
She finally can sleep with the Emperor and become the Emperor’s favorite. Her 
feeling of love and being loved are boundedeach other. But, after she separates 
with the Emperor, she is craving and starting to need him again and wants to share 
the night with him. Especially when she is pregnant, she thinks about the future of 
his son that he needs a father figure. She also realizes that she has fallen for the 
Emperor, and finds herself unable to let him die as she still needs him, and her son 
needs a father too. But in the end, she has to let her husband passed away. As a 
woman she feels lost, as a young widow she still needs man warmth. “It was my 
weakness that I longed for a man’s shoulder to lean on. I knew it and struggled 
against it, but my feelings kept surfacing” (p. 310). 
She still needs a man in her life to replace her husband. After the death of 
her husband, she realizes as a woman in her youth that she still needs a man on 
her side and Yung Lu comes up and Orchid attract with his appearances and 
charisma. As an Empress, she has many to consider her position as an empress 
dowager as her status prevents her to be romantically attached with another man, 
because she understands that everyone in the court are always watch her every 
move and wait from her to make a mistake. 
I couldn’t agree or disagree with either side of myself. I didn’t believe I 
had the right to dishonor Emperor Hsien Feng, yet I didn’t think it was fair 
that I had to spend the rest of my life in isolation and loneliness. I warned 
myself again and again with historical examples of widowed imperial 
concubines whose trysts had ended in severe punishment. I envisioned 
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there dismemberment every night. But Yung Lu stayed on my mind (p. 
361). 
The writer further explores about Orchid’s changes in character based on 
her interactions with the bureaucrat. On the bureaucracy side, the one who she has 
to approach is Chief Eunuch Shim because he has the power to control almost all 
the things inside the Forbidden Palace. As the writer mentions before that he is the 
man that is considered to be feared of. Orchid needs him to help her realizing her 
wish. Therefore, Orchid summons him to visit her palace. The purpose is to give 
him her precious ruyi, the wedding gift from the Emperor; she offers it with the 
help of him by arranging the schedule to sleep with the Emperor. She means that 
she wants to have an intense relationship with him by giving him the ruyi.  
Orchid has to face with Su Shun in order to get the rights or legacy from 
the Emperor so that Tung Chih can be the next Emperor. But Su Shun, with his 
thoughts, he makes a fortification and he is one step closer to the Emperor to seize 
his throne. Knowing that, as an opposing side of Su Shun, Orchid needs a hand 
from Prince Kung and she also needs Nuharoo because she has a duty to make 
sure that Tung Chih is the next Emperor: 
In the dressing room I had discussed with Nuharoo how we should deal 
with Su Shun… I knew Su Shun was ready. He would take advantage of 
the coming confusion to assert control over the court. We were in danger 
of being swept aside (p.290). 
 
From the analysis above, it can be seen that Orchid changes from 
independent woman into dependent woman. If she can do it all alone, when she 
comes to Forbidden City she starts to depend on certain elements in the Forbidden 
City starts from her closest attendant. She also has a relationship with Chief 
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Eunuch Shim to fulfill her desire to be with the Emperor and become the 
Emperor’s favorite. Her interaction with the Emperor further explores her 
dependent nature that she needs a man figure in her life. When the Emperor passes 
away, she considers having a relationship with other man. In her high status as an 
Empress Dowager, she has to maintain a good relationship with Prince Kung and 
Nuharoo, because the three of them needs each other in order to survive and 
remain in power. 
 
3. Suspicious 
 At her youth age, Orchid must help her family from poverty that binds 
them. When she is in poverty, she always imagines being the part of Royal 
Dynasty and entering The Forbidden City. She believes that lives in The 
Forbidden City can change her entire life moreover her family will also live in the 
luxury due to being the relative of the Emperor’s concubines. 
After she enters the Forbidden City, she faces a new world that she has no 
experience how to deal with the intrigue in the palace as every concubine wants to 
be a consort of the Emperor as they can be the mother of the next emperor, that 
position give them respect among the concubines in the imperial court. Forbidden 
City is a place that contains intrigues and conspiracy. In order to get higher status 
by giving the Emperor a son as next heir of his gloriousness, every concubine has 
plans to fight against each other so that one of them can be the one who bear a son 
or can sleep with the Emperor. She recognizes her weaknesses as she is 
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inexperienced in dealing with such intrigues; she has to learn from her trusted 
person.  
 “Guide me, Chief Shim, please,” I began, “for I am a naïve girl from the 
countryside of Wuhu, and I shall be grateful for your advice and 
protection” (p. 70). 
 
 Orchid knows that she has many rivals, in form of the Imperial 
concubines. Each of them plotting to inflict harm towards who can be the 
Emperor’s favorite. Even when someone haves summoned up by the Emperor and 
she is pregnant, every concubine who feels jealous must be set a trap that she will 
injured or even death. For the concubines, the Emperor should belong to her not 
for everyone else. At first, Orchid does not believe on those plotting, but after she 
becomes the Emperor’s favorite, she now realizes that the plotting happened to 
her. One example is when she is pregnant; she has a gift from Nuharoo to take 
care of Orchid’s belly, she is a servant, name Little Cloud: 
 I received Little Cloud, a small-eyed and fat-cheeked fifteen-year- old 
maid. Since I was expected to obey the first wife’s wish, I gave Little 
Cloud a handsome bonus, which the girl returned with a sweet “Thank 
You.” I told An-Te-Hai to keep an eye on her. A few days later she was 
found spying (p. 202). 
 Because of that Orchid becomes suspicious on what they done to her. She 
learns to identify the utter motives behind every statement or motive. She now 
experiences harassment from her fellow consorts. An-Te-Hai already states 
before, that every concubine who is new comer must be built fortifications or 
plans so that she can be summoned by the Emperor. In the beginning Orchid still 
believes that every consort can cooperate in conducting the life in Imperial 
Household, but now she realizes that all of them are rivals. “As the chosen wives I 
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saw us respecting and helping one another in the interest of making the household 
a home for us all” (p. 79). 
As she experiences on the treachery, when she helps the Emperor in his 
duties on doing the paperwork, Orchid knows how to deal with people who carry 
great weight in the courts, they are Prince Kung and Su Shun. Then Orchid 
recognizes who is loyal, trusted, and who is a threat. By time goes on, Orchid 
understands that Su Shun is someone who has many intrigues to seize the power 
of the Emperor. It is proved when The Emperor Hsien Feng is sick and he tries to 
make the Emperor as far away in making decision.  
 More and more, he acted with total independence. Su Shun’s power 
 worried me, for I thought him manipulative and cunning. When he visited 
Emperor Hsien Feng, he rarely discussed state matters. In the name of 
caring for His majesty’s health, he isolated Hsien Feng and strengthened 
his own position (p. 230). 
 
 To seize the throne, Su Shun constructs his own political base through the 
appointment of friends and associates to important positions. Chief Eunuch Shim 
is one of his trusted persons who Su Shun recognizes his power in controlling 
many departments in the Forbidden City. They have an ambition for ruling the 
dynasty after Emperor Hsien Feng passes away. Their plans are smelled by Orchid 
when Emperor Hsien Feng is dying. Shim does not let Tung Chih and Orchid 
come to Emperor Hsien Feng room to hear the Emperor’s last words. Shim and Su 
Shun are afraid if the Emperor will say that Tung Chih is the next Emperor. But 
Orchid and Tung Chih force Shim to let them meet the Emperor because the only 
way to stop them ruling the dynasty is that Hsien Feng should inherit the throne to 
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Tung Chih, his son, by saying that Tung Chih is the next Emperor then Imperial 
Secretary will write the validity down.  
Chief Eunuch Shim shook his head. “I have Grand Councilor Su Shun’s 
order to lock you up if you insist on intruding, Lady Yehonala.” . . . “I am 
sorry. Meeting with Tung Chih would only disturb His Majesty.” (p. 285). 
 
Suspicious as her new trait comes up when she finally recognizes the 
intrigues inside the Forbidden City that forces her to survive in the Forbidden 
City. Before she enters the Forbidden City and become the new comer in the 
palace as one of the Imperial wives, she is just naïve girl that she believes that all 
the concubines can cooperate in ruling the Forbidden City. But after she lives in 
the Forbidden City, she is betrayed by Nuharoo that at first she believes her 
servant is sent to help her to take care of Orchid’s belly. From that moment, her 
suspiciousness becomes bigger that everything she is done to her, she does not 
want to trust anybody except her trusted person, An-te-Hai. Even when her son 
was born, she has to make sure that Tung Chih has to become the next emperor 
when Hsien Feng passes away. Chief Eunuch Shim and Su Shun are the persons 
who want the throne in order to rule the dynasty. Orchid becomes suspicious 
when Orchid knows their plans to eliminate her and Tung Chih so that Tung Chih 
cannot be the next Emperor. Her suspiciousness is right when the Emperor is 
dying and Shim cannot let them go inside the Emperor’s room. 
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CHAPTER V 
CONCLUSION 
 
 Based on the analysis conducted on Anchee Min’s Empress Orchid, this 
section focuses on conclusion of three problem formulation mentioned on previous 
chapter. The majority of this conclusion covers the third question, but also the first 
and the second questions are explained. First in the analysis, this research identifies 
Orchid’s character before and upon entering the Forbidden City. These are vibrant, 
independent, desperate, dependent, and suspicious. Before she enters, her characters 
are showed by her enthusiasm, energetic, and independent when she decides to 
register herself in a selection of Imperial Consort and helps her family when they 
lives in poverty. After living in the Forbidden City, she feels desperate because she is 
not given affection by the Emperor, she also feels dependent because the law of the 
Forbidden City restricts her, she has to follow and all the concubines must be served.  
 In the second problem formulation, this research describe about the setting in 
the Forbidden City. This section divided into three major factions, the first one is the 
emperor and the concubines, the second one is the life of bureaucracy, and the third is 
the eunuchs and the servants. Each of them has their own goal. The Emperor wanted 
the heir for His dynasty and the concubines wanted to sleep with The Emperor. The 
bureaucracy wanted the advancement in the carrier. And the eunuchs wanted their 
princess he served to be the Emperor’s favourite. 
PLAGIAT MERUPAKAN TINDAKAN TIDAK TERPUJIPLAGIAT MERUPAKAN TINDAKAN TIDAK TERPUJI
52 
 
 As stated in the previous section, there are 3 changes in her character, the first 
one is her character changes from vibrant into desperate. The second is from 
independent woman to dependant. The third is her new trait that is suspicious. This 
analysis also analyzes the impact of the setting, in how the setting changes Orchid’s 
characters upon entering Forbidden City. 
 The first one, the writer explains about how the Orchid’s character changes 
from vibrant into desperate. Forbidden City’s strict rules change her. She keeps her 
feeling to herself when she faces her life with her new environment, new occupation, 
and new rules.  She feels confined in her new palace even though it is full of 
luxurious properties. She also faces her inner emotion that wants the Emperor’s 
attention. Even after she gives birth to the future Emperor, she cannot fully take care 
of her son and has to share the baby with Nuharoo. And after the Emperor passes 
away, she looks for another companion for relationship because she needs affection. 
But she realizes that she cannot do that due to her status as an Empress Dowager. She 
feels desperate and lonely too even though she has a higher status in the Forbidden 
City. Only her love to her son that will rule China one day keeps her from doing 
forbidden romance that will jeopardize Tung Chih.  
 The second one is her changing character from independent into dependant.  
At first she is an independent woman, in terms of she is the back bone of her family, 
the one who provides the family needs. After entering Forbidden City, she has to 
depend on others in order to survive and success. She also needs connection with the 
nobles, especially after she becomes regent, therefore her changes in character is also 
PLAGIAT MERUPAKAN TINDAKAN TIDAK TERPUJIPLAGIAT MERUPAKAN TINDAKAN TIDAK TERPUJI
53 
 
due to the place she lives in and the faction inside. Now she even cannot walk outside 
her palace without protection. After her status in the court rises she needs even more 
trusted people whom she can depend on.  
 Lastly is suspicious as a new trait after she enters the Forbidden City. Her new 
trait comes up when she knows about the intrigues, treachery, jealously, and 
seduction inside the Forbidden City especially from her rival. She even experiences 
one such plotting from Nuharoo. From the experience, she learns to figure out in utter 
motives behind every statement or motives. Then Orchid recognizes who is loyal, 
trusted, and who is a threat. In the end of the story, even Orchid acknowledges her as 
a changed woman from the one who enters the Forbidden City ten years ago. She has 
to adapt to her new surrounding, interacted with people from the highest level of 
government to the lowest level. In the process, she has to shed some of former 
characters into one that is more suited to live in such an environment. In the end, she 
manages to become a regent for her son; it is the proved that she is able to be success 
in ascending the rank of Imperial Household due to her suspicious nature and 
dependence with her trusted person. 
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APPENDIX 
 
The Summary of Empress Orchid 
 Anchee Min’s Empress Orchid is a real story about Empress Dowager Cixi 
from Manchu Yehonala clan. She lives in the Manchu Qing Dynasty in China. In 
order to rescue her family from poverty and avoid marrying her slope-shouldered 
cousin, seventeen-year-old Orchid competes to be one of the Emperor’s wives. 
However, later Orchid is selected by the Emperor Xianfeng as an imperial concubine 
in her youth age. When she is chosen as a lower-ranking concubine, she enters the 
erotically charged and ritualized Forbidden City. The thousands of concubines try to 
bear the Emperor’s son. Orchid trains herself in the art of pleasuring a man then she 
gives birth to his son, who becomes the Tongzhi Emperor upon Xianfeng's death. She 
has to survive in the Forbidden City - place where she spends her entire life- which 
many dangers and intrigues within. In her life in the Forbidden City, she tries to 
seduce the monarch, drawing the attention of dangerous foes. She is the only one who 
bears a son. With her son as heir, Orchid struggles to lead an empire until the end of 
her life. 
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